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~ Uavls First Cousinsi

he five brothers anu five sisters at Muplebroock were sixth geseration
cne Devis fupily in smerdca which mukes their twenty five children
. of the seventh generction, :

f sisters in law Junct B, and iheresa », with my wife Uladys and I
all who are_left of the sixth generation,
5 a result Father Yime has decreed that our generation has about mun
ind your generution should tuke over,

rarly a quarter of a century ago after I had Aunt Mary's Lavis family
0Ty that each of your fumililes have, 4 started a weekly femily letter.
'~ are more than twice as many of you as 4 fuced but 4 wish you could
@ a #ound &obin to keep in clogser fyouch witn each ether, -
hat 13 the reason why 1 compiled this list of home addresses of the
mth generation so that you muy carry on one of the most worth while
 Ls of my life. all but the last three are first cousins and the are
% cousins by marriage, :

Your old 6th generation Uncle




Inis Book
is dedicated to my three youngest
grandchildren,¥avid, Polly, and
melissa who left it under the 1375
Christmas Tree with tue admonition
that it be used-'For your life
memoirs or for words of wisdom,'

The book itself is beautifully bound
but with blank pages which I found too
much for my clumsy old fingers to fill
with a pen and ink. In the end I had a
lot of help from Jim and Hason for 1
resorted to a portable typewriter,yintage -
1940 which jim gave me after he had used
it during four years in Syracuse u“niversity.

Mason helped immesurably by zeroxing
enough copies.of what 1 had written so that
the eldest of each of my brother's and
sister's families will get a copy.

VWhat I have written delves into memory
of three quarters cof a century ago and is
dedicated to all of the grandchildren of
Gladﬂs and myself, ostarting with Gay, snne,
and Hoy Llewellyn, followed by Sue and Pamela
the youngest of them all Vavid, Polly, and
Melissa, I dedicate what I have written.

May they in years to come find in it
pride and incentive to carry on the hopes
and dreams of those who lived at Laplebrook.
May they and their children look back on
those days of simple living as a guide for
future generations.,



MaPLEBRUOK Fakid

iy memory goes back into the other century
and being the last of the Maplebrook Davises

I regret deeply that what 1 am about to write

wasnt done in collaboration with isabel for of
all my brothers and sisters she and my sister

Polly were Mother's little helpers and watched
over me in my infancy and early childhood.

L shall confine myself to happenings in
which 1 had a part and which are still etched
on my memory after four score years but at
the start 1 shall simply state that 1 was
told that when Charlie was six years old, Sue
five, kliza 3, and Jessie but an infant, Vur
family moved from the old Cherry Hill Farm
just outside the north west corner of suburn,
to a farm just south of Powers Corners in the
town of dpringport. It would be ten years
before I was born but what 1 shall relate
comes from my own memory and of things in

. which I had a part.

it hus never occured to me to wonder who
named the old farm Maplebrocok nor does it matter
for : shall describe it to you and you will see
that is a logical name for 1it. _

Back in the other century when Uncle Sam
was glving away farms under the Homestead act
gut there in the prairile states the land was
surveyed and laid out in mile syuare sectlons
the sides running due east and west and north
and south, 4 section contained 640 acres but
most farms were of guarter secticns of 160
acres, 1t was not so of New fork State nor of
Maplebrook for the old farm had a total of
156 acres of which 106 acres were on the
north east side of what is now known as the
Davis hoad and fifty acres were on the south
west part west of the read. ‘he main part of
the farm on the east slde was bordered on the
north by the town road running east from 4
Powers Gorners, and on the east by theedchenck -.
farm, OUn the south line it was bordered by
the old Q'Hara farm.
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at Powers “orners long before the family
had moved there, three building lots were
set aside and sold, two on the Ugvis Toad
and one on the road going east. The latter
was the site of Vistrict ©chool #5. ihen
Charlie Sue and Bliza went there it was a
building made of thick walled limestone
blocks but by the time 1 attended it had been
torn down and a larger wooden bullding put up.
What became of the stome 4 do not know but
recall Sue telling of c¢limbing up and sitting
in the window embmasures to eat her lunch. fou
will hear more of Llistrict #5 in later pages.

1he main part of the farm stretched on the
east slide of the road a distance of some 2000
feet south from Powers Corners. lhere wuas a
considerable rise there and that was wnere
the tenant house stood, 4t was a two story
frame building some Z25feet sqguare facing west
and across the road was a very good dug well,

The part of the farm on the west side of
the road was in three fields bordered on the
south by the Lockwoad farm and stretching
north along the road to border on the #lex Young
farm some 1300 feet away.

All this has been leading up to the reason
for the name Maplebroock for some 200 feet east
of the tenant house a stream entered the farm
coming from the south east, 1t came at an angle
until some 70 feet from the road when it turned
sharply to continue straight north. Un my map
of Cayuga County it still bears the name Hills
Branch, Just north of where it turned north
was our old swimming hole and north of that
was an immense elm tree alongside the road.

Its trunk was all of 6 feet in diameter and
its shade span was eadily 80 feet across. it is
long gone but for years it was a landmark.

4 hundred feet farther on we are close to
the present house and farm buildings. it is the
Site of a plank and log dam which Dad built
back in the other century to impound water and
activate a hydrolic ram which lifted the creek
water to the barns and stables. The road and
bridge leading to the present house and barns
is within a stones throw,
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Just north of the present bridge, between
the creek and the town road was the beginning of
a beautiful grove of sugar maple ftrees set
out in rows probably by the owner from whom
Dad bought the farm, They were beautiful large
trees seventy years ago and 1 do not know if
all are still standing or not but they alone
were the answer to why? Haplebrock. They stood
on that strip of land for several bundred feet
to where a mammoth yellow willow tree stood
and just beyond that the creek took a full
left turn and crossed under the road through
an arch bridge made of hewn limestone block,
running stralght west across the alex Ioung farm
and eventually finding its way to the luke
near Cayuga junction.

The site of the bridge leading to the old
house where 1 was born was afout the middle Of
the grove. Lthat bridge was abandoned when we
moved into the new house in 1300.

it was a typical plank bridge of the times
with squared oak logs laid across the stream
resting on walls of immense sandstone or granite
which the glacier had left centuries before.

Ihe planks too were of ocak spiked to the logs.
Below the log dam south of the maple grove the
stream followed a pretty straight course, 4in the
summer the water was pretty low but the bed of
the stream was so deep that a man could walk
under the bridge safely, It was a raging
torrent with the spring run off or after a
cloud burst. We who lived on the east side of
it never called it a brook or a stream it wasnt
even a creek but a plain crick. You shall hear
more of it later,

4ll but six acres of the farm were in crop
rotation, the aother six were in woodland at the
north east corner of the farm, Those six were
to play a big part in our lives in later yeurs,
beology and the artifacts of ancient peoples
who roamed those hillsides make a later chapter
as L grew from little boy to manhood. demory is
elther a blank or an infinite thing and + hope to
lead you from my infancy to the present day,
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The driveway across the bridge came
in at right angles to both the road and the
stream, fif'ty feet east of the bridge it
made a right hand turn alongside an immense
sandstone boulder which was used as a means
of eclimbing aboard the high wagons or other
horse drawn vehicles of the day. it kept on
south for some distance and made a left turn
toward the carriage house and barns,

The great stone stepping stone was right
in front of the front steps of the house where
I was born. To the right of the stone was an
ancient butternut tree and to the left some
thirty feet away was a much larger horse-
chestnut tree. fhe house itself was parallel
with the brook and the trees each stood at
respecful distances from the front corners.

fou must remember that 4 was only nine
years old when we moved into the new house and
though the house and every room in it is etched
in my memory, the exact measurements were never
there, towever those pictures in my mind have
been compuared again and again with rooms in
which we live today.

The main part of the house was some thirty - .
feet long and twenty two feect wide. 4+t was what
we would term a story and a4 half building with
the peak running straight north and south and
parallel with the creek and main road,

Wy memory is of a clapboard building, painted
brown which bad become weatherworn., scross the
whole front was a front porch with steps at
the center leading up to the front door and a
window either side of it, one opening into the
front parlor on the left and the one on the
right being the bedroom of Vad and 4other,
4t the north end were two windows on the ground
floor and two above on the second floor of a
bedroom which stretched across the house., Un
the south end was a window in the front bedroom
gnd another in a smaller bedroom in the south
east corner of the house adjoining our parents
bedroom. Un the second floor wre two windows,
one in each of the small bedrooms which took
up the width of the house.,at the south end.




at the south end in the foundation was
he outslde cellarway with a small window at
itner side. Yhere were alsc two cellar windows
the north foundation.
as you entered the front hall you faced
he stairway leading to the upper floor and
on the left was a doorway leading to the front
parlor. The door on the.. right led to @other’'s
bedroom. ‘here was no clothes closet or place
to hang clothes as the stair took up all the
width to the upper floor. lhere was & chimney
in the peak at each end of the muin house
which took care of a base burner coal stove in
the front parlor and a smaller stove 1in dothers
room. L1hat front parlor_was seldom used and
that may be the reason 4+ can recall it so well,
it was well carpeted with the best carpet in
the house and that was where the choicest
pleces of furniture could be found. &very
spring the carpet was untacked and the whole |
was tuken out to the clothesline for a thorough
beating. Then the stretcher was called into
duty to stretch it buack on the floor and tack
it into place. Ip the summertime however a
straw matting was laid in plsce of the
carpet and that waited its turn to be relaid
ready for winter.,

4 have little memory of Mother's bedroom
except that it hid a very beautiful suite of
durk walnut furniture, a bed,z dresser and a
wash stund, 1 never knew but 1 think they had
been a wedding present from Hother's parents-
Feter and Suszn &nn flussell, “hen our parents
estates were settled Jerry and &Lattie were
given that suite and I presume they are in
Mattie's possession yet.

4 should digress here and remind you that
that bed wus the hospital bed where all ten
of us children were born- four at the Cherry
Aill farm and six at dzplebrook. That is a fact
which lsubel once told me.

Lhe small bedroom in the southeast cormer =
of the main nouse was « room in which Jerry
and slex slept and after Ired was born where
1 also slept some of the time. In the west
wall was a door opening into Mother's room and
another in the northeast corner opening into



the 1iving room which was in a wing of the house
- fnd which 4 will describe a bit later.
Upposite that door on the west side of the
oom was another door opening on the inside
fcllar stairs of which you will hear later.
: You may well wonder how ten children and
#wo parents could sleep comfortably in such
uarters as + have described. #ctually there
$.s one large bedroom upstalrs, and two small cuel
nes. Lihere were two beds downstairs but we must
uke into consideration that all of us children
.ere born about two years apart so that two of
he youngest slept in our purents room, one in
erib and the other in a small bed or cradle.
across the whole of the north end upstairs
.s one bedroom where bliza,Jessie,lsabel,and
olly slept.
“t the south end upstairs were two bedrooms
he one in the south west corner was susie's
¢ in the other corner was Lharlles. L have
ery little recollection of any of these rooms
xcept one winter when 1 slept with Charlie.
suspect that was the winter Fred was & baby
or L was five then and too large to sleep in
ne crib in mother's room and as for the girls
coms they were all young ladiles by then for
olly the youngest was six years older than i,
Une other thing which 1 do recall was the
fact thut there was a wall about four feet
high on both the east and west sides before
the roof slant merged with the ceiling. That
r made plenty of room in tne north bedroom for
two beds agalinst a wall for each and the same
in the two smaller rooms. ihe two south rooms
— were smaller for there had to be room to get
past the stair well to bue's room.
fhe front stzirs were seldom used for
coming out of tne living room in the other
part of the house was a very steep narrow
stairway, so steep that 1t was more like &
l.daer but the landing above gave a space of =n:il
abau% five feet from the front stair landing.
There was a low window under the eaves
above that steep stairs which looked down upon
= the peak of the onse-story additlon running to
the east frow the main building.
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Connected to the muin house on the east -
Hde was a one story wing £0' wide and some
ocdfeet long containing three rooms. +he
gum next to the mein house was the combined
Hving room dand dining room. 4t wus & room
by 15 feet with two windows in the north
nd. Yn the weet side a door led into the
ront parlor, another narrower door opened on
he lacder like stalrway le&ding upstuirs, and
third guve access Lo the inside cellarway anc
he boys bedroom, Yhere was one window in the .
puth side beside the glass frumed fAoor leading
nto the side porch. Yn the east was a door
pading to the kitchen. .
Lhat room was the combined. dining and livir
pom and held so much needful things that L+
:nt sort them out in my mind. 1 do remember
he old walnut book case-desk between the two
indows at the north, dlning table running par-
llel with the maln house, and a Jjumbo oval
hunk stove at the east side. That room and
he kitchen were the only rooms in tnes house
nywnere neuar comfortable in the winter time.
it was the center of alil the diversified
gnterests of theb big family and 4 couldnt
egin to itemize them.
Llhe kitchen also took up the width of the
ilding but wasnt wuch more than teg reet
de. There was also & dining tebke on the nort
gnd of the room, the kitchen range wus along
e south wull and of all things an innovation
gor furm houses in the whole area was a tin
ated copper bath tub about the size of our
cdern tubs. 1t was concealed in & wooden box,
#luced against the west wall, and was concealed
' 4 wooden cover and used as a bench when not
use. Under the window in the south wall near
ghe buth tub wuas the kitchen sink with its
ltcher pump,
oot siicion pme ot couse g bt
ir attached st the right end so
g6Te was almost always hot water. Lhat kitchen
S 4 busy place or a saturduy afterncon., ihere
®ere no suncay baths for everybody went to
guTch and that was two miles away.
- Last pf the kitchen was the woodshed where
diversity of things beside wood was stored,



© s rr——

inside toilets had not been introduced
anywnere in the area and would not be until
tne new house wus bullt at tne turn of the
century. oo naturzlly the outside toilet was
placed just outside the wooudshed with a
alkwuy between. & path led from the back door
verhung by two ancient red cedars one on
ither side of the gate which was hung between
hem. Yhey were tine true red cgdars for they
ore the blue berries which mark them and the
ood itself wus red and had the unmistukeable
cent which i1t alone bears,
cither sicde of the trees wus a fence which
o the right joined a two story buillding where
he cuarpenter shop and all sorts of tools were
ept. Yo the left or north the fence soon
urned toward the creek to shut the house site
rom the winter vegetuble gurden-- the garaen
nere potatoes wund other root Crops were grown,
Lud was u resourceful man as most fzrmers
4d to be at that time. ‘he shop held tools to 3%
€palr almost any mechine then in use or to
eet any necd except shoes for the norses,
~mong those tools was one which 4 did not
ccognize at the time but have regretted ever
ince. it was aheavy saw blade ot least a quarter
ch thick, 7 or 8 inches wide and about seven
eet long. 1 know now that it wus what in
loneer duys was known as u pit saw, a saw
gsed with water power to Syuare logs or to saw
lunks.l have often murveled at the ingenuity
I 1t but that was too late,
dy great grandfather Jesse Lavis cume to the
PTingport area sbout 1797 but lzter returned
© nls fithers house near Valley Forge where
¢ collected tools and material to build a saw

1l. de returned to the Layuge lake region
inging those things by horseback through the
lderness and in due time built a duam on the
St branch of fawgers Creek at a plice known

Ureenbush. There he built his saw mill,

"hen 1 was in Uswego Normal in 1ul7 taking
MianUul truining course 4 learned of those
initive tools. 1 went back to saplebroock but
Wus too lute, the old shop was gone and no
£0 ol the saw, 4ihad been sold for scrap iron,

k]



Lhe path leading between the cedur trees
led towura the apple orchard and to several
hives ol bees which were.one of &ad's pet
projects. +‘nere wes a big apiary up the road
to tne south of us but lad wanted hives of his
own to insure proper pollinizatlion of the
fruit trees. 4t worked and we also had an
ample supply of comb honey.

rrom the old shop a fence led west even
witnh the v w corner of the house where it AT
turned toward the barns. lhere was a gate in it
opposite the porch of the living room and
a path leuding to mothers flower and vegetable
garden, “harlie had a bed of tuberoses there,

before going farther there are some things
wnich Isabel and Polly told me which are still
clear in my memory. LThe first involved both
isabel and Polly as well as_myself.

fo yuote her:" It was Usd's practice in the
suomer to move two week old calves to a pen
under the maple trees to wean them. 1t was easy
to do for ull you neede to do was let them suck
on your finger as you pullaed a pail of warm
milk up over your hand. 4t took patience but in
no time at all they would start to drink sll
t¥ tucmselves, 4T was our chore to feed them
Llewellyn and the night you were born Folly and
1 hustlced over to feed them as a thunderstorm
wasS approacning. V%e tried to feed euch one but
only one.would drink so we fed it all to nim.
ihe next morning he was found dead but you hud
arraved and we were never blamed for the loss of
one culf."

We three boys were just gy - 7ears apart .

Jand 1 guess the two girls were &other's little

helpers for lsubel was 8 years older thun 1 and
ﬁc;iy was s5ix but 4 couldnt realize those
things until years later,

another story which lsabel told was about
the old chestnut tree which stood at the corner
ol the house, » flying squirrel lived there
wnich would glide from the top of the tree for
a4 considerable distance, it would climb back to.
the top only to glide again.

Vne day it glided too far from the tree an
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he cut pounced on the poor syulrrel and killed
t but they shoved the cat away and the next
$d.y had a very solem funeral, burying the poor
hing under tne old tree. +hey showed me a long
ime luter Just where the gruve was,

Lhese are of my own memory. Frobubly about
848 our cousin Bob Duvis was at duplebrook on
% visit from his home in XKunsas, de was a very
$uni ue figure for those day_for men taller than
lsix feet were scldom seen. Bob was six feet and
keveral inches. Wy mind can still visualize the
& ctonishing experience of being whisked off the
& round to perch on his shoulder,

: snother time without rhyme or reason 1

&:n visuulize myself running along the fence

owurd the bal® screaming &t the top of my voice,

Fiell what did he do it for." just because alex

#.d slupped me for something,.irivial yes but 4

¥un still feel that slap. A

! 1t wus before 4 hud started school at Vist,
No 5 and L cuan recsall visiting the school one

#rternoon. The teacher at that time was denry

losher, a tall lanky young man whom the older

Puplls hud nicknamed 'Uunder' but they were

wreful not to let him heuar that. Charlie hada ...

ome by with the lumber wagon and wuited to carry

ps home. 4+ was clamoring to get aboard but the -

Plder ones lgnored me, finull one of the

Fovanaugh boys whispered to WMEsaplne -t o Gl

# £0 up to Mr sgsher and say 'Hey Uznder 1ift

ge auboard will You", 1 did as he said and

fonder did 1ift me uboard with a spunk but he
oliowed 1t up with a hug.

1l can recall clearly sleeping with Jerry
and slexin the smull bedroom next to #other's.
hadnt learned to retdyet but Jerry and alex
ould tuke turns™a ding from a book. 4+ dont know

¥hat the book was but it was something about

B beautiful garden filled with unknown flowers,
lex detested reuding aloud anyway but when he
pe got to that passagehe read it out!! a gurden
illed with unken flowers'sll his life we never
et nim forget that one.

ihese things dont seem half as interesting
¢t do®d on paper as they did when they huppend

T e e i
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when L spoke of the door leuding to the
south porch E meent that it was the only one
in the house with a glass in the upper part.
what happened to thet gluss hus been in my
olnc for newrly four score yeurs.

4+ gOt 4 store bought bow and arrow for one
ol' oy birtudays. 4+ dont know who gave it to me
but Lrundpa 4ussell, wother!s only sister ~unt
&ll and her husbund Lugene Burrott were there,

i remewber aryuing with myself as to how
cllective the bow was and whether it was stout
enough to breuk a blg pune of gluss like the
one 1in the door, 4t did alright and that wuas
one ol the few times 4 ecan remcmber being
tuken ucross the xnee for a good spanking.

~nother thing which got us three boys in
bud graces with our older sisters was welcoming
thelir beaus by hiding back of the bushes and
sguirting them with water from one of Jad's 3
horse syringes. %+ wasnt.the ring leuder but 4
carrled the pail of water and 4 was tne one
0o got caught, we didnt do any dumuage but 4 cars
St1ll recull the consternution of tuose young
oen wno were attired in ice creanm pants and
hard suilor hats,

an eplsode which involved all the family
in the lute YUs occured in the faull when 1 was
slevpling with JEI"I‘_"."' and alex,

wometlime i1n the early morning hours someone
“wadened Us whispering that there was someone
in the cellar, uo one ventured into the cellar
OF out of the house but a wutch was stutioned
ut cuch of the upstairs windows and everyone
Spoke 1n whispers.

it sturted getting daylight when Folly cume
tlaldly in fTom the living Toow. She hudnt been
teeling well the night before and sother had
fixed her up on the livingroom sofa,. “he must
hove wulked in her Sleep for she came in our
roou looking for dgther and had mistaken the
COOr and wus purt way down the cellar stairs
Yhen she bumped her head and awoke, fealizing
where she wus she hud gone buck to the sofa and
Tullen soung aslecp,
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A deep pond was formed but by the next
morning it would huve disappeared. ihere was
appurently a fissure in the limestone ‘underlay
which carried it off,

vnele Churlie was convinced that if they
could reach bed rock on the scuth side of the
road near the pond he could dynumite the ledge
of limestone to open a fissure, The spare time
all thut supmer was spent in digging a pit near
an anclient shagbark hickgry which ever after
wus knowvn as the Tunnel Iree. A

de procured a supply of dynamite, fuse, and
fulmunite cups to do the Job and brought them
out to the farm. The blasting wuas to be done
the following monday.

That saturday afternoon all the older ones
of our family went to auburn but folly and her
fuitheful followers were left.

L can remember being helped to the roof of
the old tool shed which sloped from south to
north. ‘he shed doors had been locked and Yncle
Churles had hidden the blasting material on the
inside under the eaves at the north side. bow
folly knew where to look 4 do not know but she
with the help of Jerry and alex pried up a roof
boarc just room enough for me to crawl through.
+hey all pecked thrpugh but FPoliy insisted that
4+ hind up the pretty copper colored pencils so
they could all examine them, suckily we were all
satlsfled and put everything back as we had
found them,

il have handled dynamite and fulminate cups
4 good many times since but L still shudder at
the thought of what might have huppcned that day
for in those eurly days they were as touchy as
you could imagine, ofted detonating just from
the heat of a persons hunds.

ihe following monday Unecle Charles fired
§ the churges of dynamite and wus able to open a

fissure in the rock so that the woodlot was
fulrly druined from then on.
o i cun still see alex climbing the old
lunrel tree to shake down the prize nuts. Yne
time he climbed too far and we had to have a
lidder brought from the barn to rescue him,
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There is nothing in tedays life aon a farmw
to compare with life at Maplebrook when
i was a boy.

Llhere were twelve hungry mouths to feed
anc the only income came from hard labor of
planting and harvesting crops eof hay and
gruin which could be sold during the fall
and winter months.

in 1893 tne year after 1 was bora the
wheole nution was suffering a depression and
bota city and farm life was feeling the
pinca of hard times,

Farmers bad little chance of selling such
thaings as eggs, milk, buttfer, or vegstables
in the villuges for most of the residents
there had a cow or chickens and a small
garden which took care of their own needs.

dother did trude surplus eggs at ten or twe.s
twelve cents a4 dozen for groceries but most
farms had only 4 cow or so for milk for their
own use. 1f there was surplus milk it was
placed in big pans in the cellar fer the
creun to rise, lhat was then skimmed off and
lelt to sour to be out in the barrel shaped
wooden churn to be turned into butter, Lhat
was yuite a chore turning the crank of the - .
churn for sometimes up to an hour before the
sour cream would turn to butter.

tven the family doctor's fee for bringing
a baby into the world was a small amount of
cash plus a Iew bushels of apples or potatoes,
Or pernups some oats to feed his horse.

+ recall dother jelling salex and me that
0ls aavent into the world had cost ten

dollars and a seasons supply of ocats. kine
LWo yeurs later nad cost w15 plus apples and
potatoes,

Lud's credit was always good but he never
berrowed at the bank unless it was dire
necessity. Lhe sale of this years crops took
cure ol' puying the merchants for last winters
groceries, shoes and boots, and clothing.
“Edller outlays such as having the horses
3licd were paid with farm products,
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Buttermilk and the clobber or sour milk
left from skimming the cream wasnt wasted
but it with the buttermilk was fed to the hogs
and chickens as was potato peelings and all
food refuse, Some use was a%ways found for

hing on the farm.
a?eryihe %irst freezing nights were the signal
for the preparition of the winters supply of
meat. Some one was sent to the next farm to
bvorrow the huge cast iron kettle which was
pluced on three stones to raise it off the
ground, it was filled with a couple of barrels
of water and a brisk fire waslighted under it

Like threshing hog butchering was often
a neighborhoed affair each farmer bringing a
hog or two to bedressed and to help dress ours

When the water came to a boil the carcass
of the hog was slid into the scalding water to
loosen the bristles Just as chickens are put
in boiling water to lposen the feathers for
plucking. The carcass was rolled cut con a
platform alongside the kettle and the yuick
work of removing the bristles was begun, In
those days when kerosene lamps or candles
furnished the only light at night, the common
iron cr tin candlestick came in handy to remove
the bristles, Many of them had a bottcm or base
like an inverted saucer the edge of which was
quite sharp. The stick was grasped in the hand
and the bottom edge was pulled in a downward
stroke scraping the bristles locse and leaving
the hide nice and cleag, :

a3 fast as the carcasses were dressed out
they were hung head down by a gambrel stretched
between fhe hind legs. The gumbrel was simply
a plece of stout hickory scme two feet long
tupered toward each end, The ends wersinserted
between the leg bone and the tendon and the
€arcass was hung on a stout pele high enough
a?uve the ground to be safe from prowlers., ;
2y moralng they would be frozen hard which made
.taoen much easier to cut into hams, bacon
Spareribs stc, :
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ne pext morning evercne in the family

would be pressed into service preparing the
meat for winter use, Dad and the boys would
set:ito work cutting the carcasses into the
different purts such as hams, shoulders,side
bacon etc. Lhe rest of the family would be

busy cutting the fatty parts which would be

put in xettles to try out the lard. 411 the
szaller pieces of meat were placed apart to be .
made into sausage. ihe rib sections were left ..-
intuct to be roasted as spare ribs. The loins
would ulso be roasted intact.- ;

we npever pickled the feet as some people
did but the meat was saved to be ground with
any small portions in the head. These later
were bolled and made into head cheese by
zrindéng aiter being pgcg:ilybseaéoned. Lhe
ground meat was presse ¢ bread pans and
coverud with melted ¥ard to keep cut the air
and would keep all winter long that way.

Lhe suusage was ground,seasoned and stored
in the sume mannerbut in earthen crocks.

The next morning Ua§ would mix what he
culled a pickle frem a time tried recepie
consisting of salt peter, brown sugarwater, and
other ingredients in which the hams,shoulders,
ana buacon would be covered in a tub to lie
sousing before hanging in the smoke house for
final curing., fhis was always plannned to be don
bﬂlurﬁhwarm-ﬁgys came,

e smoke house had a dirt floor on the
aicdle of which a fire was started piled high
w%tnlcurncobs and green hickory chunks were
adaed to them. For perhaps two weeks the house
:::Fi;lied with smcke before the meat was
e ;Eizr:dsggzger%r s??ked. Care had to be taken

: erin ire €
=R o heat? 0 give the most smoke

dy first memory of the famous old

b = : prison
;ﬂllibufF came when alex and I went with lad to
bu_unez a4 loud of our hog carcasses and a few
it uE ggetorgelghburs to the prison, We were
e ﬁ;ies and accompanied by guards were
e fiinag & Ve through the inner gate where

he load aver to them.




ST T3 was being unlcaded we
e ﬁiiﬂ? of the prison. 4 might
cEm Ll G0 : igh Alex carried all
e nickname whiz
acd here l.'{.ﬂ. t:n? h was Cgp or L'rupper -[th. He
of bis 1218 “nlﬁ the tall copper clad statue
wi§ fascibated lysoldier which Bas stood guard
o cunt}nenzgf of the prisen looking out
S tnef?aﬂt wall toward the city. it has
mEToss MES *Eze 1817 when the prison was
Gcood Uaoae Copper Jchn was on #leX,s lips
flyst erecools ? h ame stuck for life,
: sfter that and the nam
bel duyo hich the heavy iron kettle
another use to whic b
in those early days at #aplebrook was b
sy - ath for sleighs after a heavy snow--
c breik i glows and motor driven vehicles had
fdilﬁeciééhﬁught of so a long log chain would
be kad to the lugs or handles that were on
bg e the kettle. Jur two
itner side of the top pf
; .viest horses werenhitched to this chain to
ET1 the kettle on its rounded bottom up cne
e eel track would be
side of the road where the wh e .
anc tuck down the other. & good deal of e gn !
would be pushed aside but what remained wnuﬁ T
be packed so hard the horses could not Dreak =™
through. Hest cutters drawn by one hur%e had
the thills offset so that the horse wquld
#aliz in front of one runner instead_gf i?ﬁ#%ﬁe
dle of the road as there was & ridge
:i;dle of the road which the cutter straddled.
Every so often the team pulling the kettile
would moke a2 bypass to zllow cncoming sleighs
to zet out of the travelasd way. ;

. we had a flock of sheep for several years
at daplebrock., Vad took the train to somewhere
near rFlint Michigan and purchased the sheep
and rode with them in a boxcaren the way home.
Une morning they were Bound badly mauled by
dogs 5o the remaining sheep were sold and that
venture was ended. In those days the black-
saitn shop in the villuge was in the hui}diﬁg
Just west of the present dethodist Churcn. 1t
too had been a church but 1 do not know what
deromination. The two blacksmiths were whose
nazes were Loral and I think Walter aAustin,
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_ wasnt until after my ninth

bir:nzi;uzéliﬂéi that we ieft the old house a
into the new Ol

and :3:E§Il2 human failing to Erocra;tigaﬁe ‘o
s go°chin ong way round bafors ¥e Luce by
telling of one of the mas ying
= uu:tli:E§; with me for so far 1 have told
ol thingiiﬁziding up to the turning point of
e ﬂﬁied was born in 1897 which seexed to be
the signal for an easier ;ife“andmore'maﬁern
Bwuys ol making a living. A‘ﬁa;ners searca for
a better life was ;n the offing in Fhe_furm;ng
of a cooperative milk statiocn at Uakwood which
was a station on the kehigh Valley rallroad,
M Locking toward this Duad mcdernized the cow
Wstable in the south end of the main barn. The
¥nucleus of a registered Jersey herd with a
8t coroupnored sire became reality. In the south
Beust wing of the barn the first silo in all t
that part of the county was built and put into
use. and living on the whole was beginning
to be much easler,

By that time 1 had become one of the
working force and helped with the daily chores.

spd then one day not long before thaniks-
giving day a tremendous wind started blowing
froz the west. Varkness cume early and the wind
seened to increase in force when Charlie and 4
sturted for the barn to help with the chores.-
Ia spite of his holdir on to my hand while he
carried the lighted lantern with the other 1
could hurdly keep my feet. Uad and Jery and alex
were already busy milking when Charlie and 4 fed
slleage to the cows and then went into the
B.ln drlve floor of the barn to get down hay
froa the mow for the horses, Before climbing
into the mow Charlie carefully placed the
luntern in & cleared space on the floor. Ve had
Just rinished throwing dewn enough hay when a
trucendous gust of wind made the whole barn
Shuke and cne of the doors leading the barnyard
blew pen. iie never kmew just what happened n
vii wnether the lantern was blown over or just
exploded but before we could slide down from
:?.?Gﬁ the loose hay on the whole floor was

o







;
£
i
i
i
i
&
i
i
i
i
i
H

There was always a nice flock of
dcmestic mallard ducks, turkeys and white
leghorn chickens at daplebrock but that year
#lex had hunted stray duck eggs that had
benn laid in the creek or garnered them from
nests., 4anyway he had been able to slip an
egg or two in under setting hens and had
grossed all that flock. Sut they were gone
for bhe had kept them in & pen under the plank
slope leading te the drive flcor of the barn,
anc they were forgotten that night.

another thing which 1 have recalled was
the population of rats which we never secmed
to be able to eliminate. all my life any mentim
of rats has grated on my sensibilities but now
I am thinking of Jerry's rat terrier. 1 dont
know who gave him to Jerry but he went a long
way toward solving the rat problem,

Lad finally suggested a way to get rid of
a lot of them, Lrain of course what had first
attracted them to the barn, Yur granarie was
in one corner of the drive floor, practically
rat proef., The door was a good solid one and
he suggested that we might leave the dcor ajar
with a stick propped against it on one side agd
cn the other a piece of log heavy enough so that
when the prop was removed it would force the
door shut. lhey tried it cne night with a long
cord attached to the prop so it could pe pulled
loos from outside the barn,

bome of the Gaston boys who lived in the
ternent house were in én this venture and alex
and 1 were allowed to go along. The trap was
set before dark and a couple of hours later
we all went out and pulled the prop. ¥%e had
several laniterns so there was plenty of light
and everybody was armed with a stout club,
Jerry and Jean Guston carefully opened the
door wide enough to let the terrier into the
granary and then slammed it shut. 4 wuas so
Scared that they would harm the little dog that

was afruid to lock when they opened the door

but he was miraculously unharmed but the floor
was covered by dead rats, bven writing this
gives me the creeps after all those years.
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Those things all happened more than three
guarters of a century age and were 1 think
the turning points in all our lives. The next
morning after the fire immediate plans were
made to start work on a new barn and that
night which was a clear cne after the terrible
storm the air was clear and crisp and all of us
boys helped Uad lay out the site for the new
barn. Jerry and Alex each carried a peole and
a lantern and VYad using them as guides to lay
out the foundation, sighted them by lining
them up with the North Star, Cnce that was
done Charlie and I stretched Dad's surveyors
chain on the line between the two poles and
measured 98 feet which was to be the west
wall of the barn., A chain if younwill recall
is four rods or sixty six feet long. That was
all that was done that night but the next
morning the rest of the foundation was laid
out and staked for a foundation forty by
ninety six feet,

Plans had already been made to have bill
Waldrcon move his portable sawmill into the
woodlot and start sawing the elm trees into
two inch planks of varying lenghts as well as
one inch boards. The barn was to be a hip
roofed building 40'x 98" and 45' high inthe
peak, The timbers were made of 2" plank spiked
together all were still rough sawn., The siding
was of matched pine and the roof was covered
with cedar shingles,

Llsabel told me long afterward that Uad had
been planning to build a new house and she and
Jessie had helped during two winters to draw
up plans for it, Years later 1 found those
plans in the attic of the new house. They were
carefully drawn in ink on sheets of wrapping
Eap&r and showed every detail of the house,

do not know where Vad planned to locate it
but with the new barn construction well under
way he decided toc goc ahead with the house too
and chose the site of the cld barn for it.

The new barn was a good two hundred feet
east of that location so a new well with a
windmill was located half way between adn with
them a combined creamery and ice house was
lm&te&-
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Hew house at “&ﬁlebfwﬂﬁ%

1801

A Master bedroom ang clothes clu;et“
B Living room

C Fromt hall & stair to second floor
D Front parlor

B EBnclosed stair tow 2nd floor

F Vining roaom

G Pantry & dumb waiter

H Kitchen

I Utility & laundry room

J Cellar stair

& " to back bedroom (Hams pasture)
M- Front porch

N

Aitchen porch

Note; Scale of plans 10 feet to the inch
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The barn was nicely under way when ground
was broken for the cellar of the new house
and befcre crops were ready for harvesting the
next year bcocth house and barn were well encl-
osed. The crops would be under cover, the
animals safely sheltered and we ourselves
would be in the new house before Christmas of
1901 rolled around.

my Dad was a very ingenious and far sighted
pan and I have wcndered many times how far he
might have gone had not Urandpa Davis died
while he was in Cornell, Dad had been there
nearly two years when he was called hcome to
take over management of the old Cherry Hill
farm. That was in January of 1870 and when
the family moved to auburn Vad and Mdether
were married in 1875 to live con the farm and
be a farmer the rest of his life,

‘At any rate he was as ingenious as was
lincle Charles who made a fortune with his
inventicn of a grain drill. This showed very
plainly with all the new and labor saving
devices which went into both the barm add
house at Wuaple Brook.

A new cocoperative milk station and butter
factory had cpened at Qakwood Station which
opened the way for an increased dairy so the
barn was built with concrete floors in the
cow stable, swing stattlons, and automatic
drinking buckets betwe4n each two cows, and
the start of a herd of thoroughbred cows and
a sire.

The house was a full three stery with more
than ample attic space for storage space, LThe
upper flocr had six bedrooms as well as a
modern bathroom and was accessable from the
first floor by three stairways. The down
stairs had an ample front hall and & small
reception room at the west end facing the
creek and the road., In the center on the
south side was a large living room with a bay-
window which extendet up to the bedroom above.
To the north of that was the Raster bedroom
and adjoining that on the east was the dining
Toom and back of that a pantry with dumbwaiter
leading to the cellar where the canned gocds

] e T
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vegetables, and an extra refrigerator were
kept. at the scuth side of tke dining room was
the the kitchen witha ccal range fitted with
a water front and range boiler. This was
to furnish water to the bathroom, the kitchen
sink, and the laundry which was across the
east end of the house, Atank in the garret
held a supply of soft or rainwater which was
pumped from the cistern below the laundry.

The era of rural electricity did not r=ach
Maplebrook until the depressicn days of the
New Leal but Maplebroock breoke all reccrds
for that whole area for it was piped in every
room for at least ocne acetylene burnér.-The
generator was placed in the cellar near the
outside entrance, Well do I know for itwas
one of the chores of aAlex and me to reccharge
it and clean out the sludge every two weeks
or so. YWell water was piped into the kitchen
and to the toilet in the bathrocem upstairs
from a supply tank in the upper part ofthe
creamery and the rain water in the attic was
pumped from the cistern by an ingenious
rocker arm arrangement run by either the
gasoline engine in the creamery or by the

I am not sure of the date but hural Free
Delivery of mail started fer our neighborhood
either in 1902 or 1903 and rural telephone
the following year, The R ¥ U and the phcne
both originated in Cayuga. The mailman usually
reached .#daplebrook about the nocn hcur and was
was always welccmed to eat dinner with us. The
telephone was a ten party line and there was
no chance of privacy fer if your number was
called you could hear eclick after clickas
others listened in on the conversation.

Altogether Maple Brook was way ahead of
even the wealthiest house in Auburn who would
still be struggling alcng with decripit
plumbing and flickering manufactured gas
"~ lamps. Uur bathtub was a porcelain lined cast
iron one while Uncle Charles still had a
copper cne like we had used in the old house,
On top of that Mother never had to churn
butter again.




Une thing 1 neglected to mention when 1
was describing tine new house was the heatling
plant. The cellar was o good deep one with
concrete floor and a seiarata room for apple,
and vegetuble storage. in the main part was an
extra large Lenox hot air furnace which was
piped to every room in the house so there was
no more need of feather ticks or extra blankets
in the winter time, The fire door was large
enough to tuke wood chunks a foot in dizmeter
although in severe weatner hard coal was used,

Before bad weather set in 1n 1901 the barn
was completed and all the live stock was in
good warm guarters. The house was practically
finishen and most of the things had been moved
from the old house so that we could celebrate
our first christmas there.

The whole family was home for that, Sue
from Cortland Normal and Bliza from hernurses
course in iLong lsland dospitdl, in Brooklyn.
That was one of our white christmases and
everybody piled into the bobsleds to go to
the Big Gully for a christmas tree which wzs
set up in the =mall reception room or parlor
which hzd double doors opening into the living
rocm, 1t was before the days of electric
candles but was well decorated with tinsel and
strings of popcorn and an ample number of tiny
christmas candles which were unlighted until
Christmas eve. when lighted it was a strict
Tule that the tree be watched closely and
never left unguarded. The only thing the new
house lacked was a fireplace but we younger
folks still hung ocur stockings in convenlent
places. If we had been good during the past
year we could expect an orange in the toe but
if the record was bad we found nothing but a
lump of coal.

That first Christmas dinner was alltthe
family present inecluding Uncle Charlie and our
three ants and of course a mammoth turkey.

The Christmas after the fire a year before had
been a subdued one but this was a harbinger of
the wonderful years ahead.




Charlie of course was the oldest of us
children, then came the five sisters whose
birthdays were two years apart. In the years
that followed they were beceming young ladles,
one by one. #nd the summer weekends were allve
with suitors in their white trousers and stTraw
skimmer hats.

Bicycling was at 1ts pezk and in fact there
was a cinder path running all the way from
Auburn to Cayuga village reserved only for
bicyclers. 1 do not know the number of the

resent road but it is the extension of West
genessee St. It was on the north side ofthe
road and it ran along side of the fair grounds
which were about where the present Hope |'orks
are now. LThere was a fine for anyone using it
other than bicyclers.

Sue had met a young man in Cortland Normal
School by the name of Charles & iorse, bliza

as busg in traﬁning.to be a nurse in Long

ssie Gbdlwgs Uoeptpalnis FEoekiyd, juE¢
Z§n¥$hed;afbusine55 guursa {n Auhurnjgﬁginess
School. lsabel was about to ehter Cortland
Normal and Polly was still in High School

Jessie had an ardent beau named Geqrg;
Roberts who lived with his family on a farm
west of Port Byron, He and his father owned a
very nice steam propelled yacht which they
moored in the widewaters of the brie Cunal
near the village. “wuite often they would take
trips west via canal to Mud Lock where they
could enter the Seneca Hiver and on into the
outlet of Cayuga Lake. George would have his
bicycle aboard and would lewve the boazt at
Cayuga and wheel the six miles to Maple Brook

Une saturdayrafternoon the phone rang ’
ﬁs%iﬂg for Dad. The voice at the other end said
young man named Leorge Rgbert5§ we have just
had to arrest him for scorching on the village

streets, If you can vouch fo .
him be on his way," EanEe vk
There were no cinderpaths

on the six miles up from Cayuga but he made it
in fast time and 1 dont think he ever got over
the ribbing we younger folks gave him. Nobody
thought to nackname him Scorcher,




©0 many things happened i hes irst
years oi the new centur?pit;wuuidttzﬁz gz*?h
long W%ile to recount them, iR

n the late summer of 190l Charlie.s

g?irl?? sorse and several others of their Sy

SNdS went to the Pan americzn exposition in
Buffulo not long before President Lcainley was
assasinated there., Those were the days of floppy
raffla hats which the girls wove themselves.
Charlie came home with an immense sexican
scmbrero and 1 have wondered many times since
whatever became of it.

Susie had made many friends in Cortland
and during the summer half a dozen or more
young couples of them rentad a cottage on
dibiscus Seuach north of the present Sarina,
That really was an innovation and 1 can remember
their going swimming with tne men in full length
bathing suits and the girls in dark suits with
skirt= hidine their bloomers., y

Up at #aplebrook the new house was about
completed, the grounds were being graded and
seeded, & wisteria vine was growing by the
kitchen porch and Charlie had planted a lovely
white birch at the bottom of the slope north
of the house., & new bridge was built and a
srave]l Ariveway constructed leadins to the
barn and some thirty feet from the house.

For the first time at Maplebrook Vel had
a regular monthly cherlr coming in froa our
milk which was taken every morning in 40 juart
cans th the butter factory at Vakwood, lad
had started the beginning of a pure bred jersey
herd whose milk averaged betfer than 537 butter
fat and the checks grew as the herd increased.
Gone were the days of meeting a winter's
bill fof groceries or shoes which had piled
up during the winter.

1 remember that first winter helping
fill the new ice house with 18" thick sluabs of
ice which were cut and hauled from the lake
at Union Springs. That was a real innavation
and homemade ice cream was always on tap from
then on during the hot summers.




Before the turn of the century lad had
planted a large orchard of peach trees north of
the o0ld house and a large corchard of prune and .
pluz trees east of the apple orchard. 4s 1 am
able to recall there were 300 peach trees, 18
hundred plums of several voriet-iwes cngd 00
Italian prune trees,

In 13Vx after we had moved into the new
house the back part of the old house was torn
dovn and the mein buildirng moved to the edge
of the apple orchard just north of the new
barn. The upstairs was used from then on for
storing all sorts of things while the ground
floor housed scme machinery at one end and the
west end was kept for a carpenter and repair
shop. 4 large chicken house was built east of
the old house, ;

The peach trees came into bearing first
and Dad won several prizes at the State Fair
from their luscious fruit. The plum trees

. were due for picking in 1903 and Charlie came

hecme one day early in the spring with several
hundred 8 pound baskets which had been made
in a basket shop over beyond Sherwoecd. The
handles had nct been place in them and 1t was
the job of us boys to do that. They were
scaked thoriughly in a tub of water so they
would bend easily and then placed in the sides
of the basket and nailed with two sizes of i
tacks or nails., I have had an idiosynerasy all
my life since for the touch of such things as
the fuzz on a peach or the rdughness of a newly
sawed board just from handling those rough eln
handles, ¥e put handles on all the baskets and
there was a big supply left,

Wiith the coming of spring the ice brcke
up in the creek and it became a raging torrent,
Alex and 1 were ready for that for in our spare
time we had shaped a keel and nailed basket
handles to 1t for ribs and covered the whole
with canvas to make a canoe, At the heighth of
the run off we sneaked it through the orchard
and launched it in the creek. It was a fast and ¢
short voyage for just before we reached the
turn to the arch bridge we were sweEt broad-
side aguinst some willows in a shallow part
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and dumped into the icy water. The stream was
wide and shallow there and we waded safelf to
shore and scurried back throuBh the orchard

to the house, There was a grezt hue and cry for
for scmecne had seen us launch tne canoe and
when they got there neither boys nor canoe was
to be seen, we didnt get a whipping for we were
scared enough, Later that day the water jad
subsided and we found the cance lciged upside
down on a boulder just below the arch bridge.

fears later i had a cance of my own, a
15 foot Oldtown cne in which Frank Hdorse, BElmer
Gardner, and I paddled from Union Springs to
Ithaca for Spring Day Celebrations at Cornell,
we stopped at Taughannock Falls over night on
the way up but made it in one day going home.

There was a bumper crop of both plums
and prunes that first year and Vad hired all the
neighbor help there was to help pick them., I do

* not know how many baskets were packed and covere
covered with thin woods lids but they were
firally put aboard a freight car on the Lehigh
Valley and shipped to a commission merchant in
Pniladelphia. 4in due time Lad got a letter
frcm them saying the market had slumped and t
there was only enocugh profit from them to cover
the freight,., He never shipped any again but in
the years to ccme the orchard was open to all
who would pick their own fruit to come and do
so for a small charge. Dad beside being an
ingenious man was like Mother a very genercus
ane and to pecple who drove a long distance to
pick the fruit he would refuse any payment and
invite then to come another year.

The prunes however ripened much later
than did the plums and were really a valuable
crop and Dad got fair prices fer them, They
were delicious if allowed to hang on the tree
through the first frost which somehow doubled
thelr sweetness, Wother never bothered with
canning or preserving the plums but did can a
great many guarts of the frosted prunes and
made several jars ef prune jam or as she called
1t "prune duff",
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ln the center of tnhne plum orchard was a
great shag buTk hickory whose nuts were large,
the shells almost white and very easy to crack.
It was cne of a very few on the farm and I
wonder if it is still standing there. Below it
Jerry and alex and neighbor boys had built a
rough boarded shanty which was a rallying spot
for a select few. 4t had a small stove and one
lookout window and was haven for a very select
few, 1 cun remerber their cocking a supper of
raised dough fritters in a pot of hot lard and
were they good drowned with maple syrup. That
Il know is long gone and alas 1 am the only one
left to remember it.

In 1906 1lste in the summer after all the
crops were in, Jerry, alex, and I with several
other boys set up a big tent on the beach of
Cayuga just south of the mouth of Dills Creek,
Campers czme and went but after we had been °
there less than a week Jerry was taken yuite ill
and was taken home, 1t turned out to be the
dread Infantile Paralysis and Jerry nearly lost
the use of both legs. The crlnpllng effect was
most often in the knees. Jerry's were both
affected but in time he.regained their use but
was handicapped for the rest of his life. Fred
our littlest brother however was stricken in the
left knee and went on crutches for twelve years
or so when he went to Childrens Hospital in
Boston wher Eliza was then supervisor. Them he
had an operation on the knee which had become
lozksd from lack of use. They fitted him with
a brace agich extended to a heavy lit shoe and
biad a locking arrungement at the knee so he was
able to walk the rest of his life, & neighbor
boy named bugene Daily was afflicted in both
knees, He was never able even to use crutches
and i1t was a pitiful sight to see him going
about theilr yard on his hands and knees. 1t was
a blessing that he lived cnly a few years,

in 1907 at that exact spot where we had
been camping,ar jnst off shore from it,one of
the tragic events of my youth toock place. The
famous old sidewheeler Frontenac which made a
daily round trip from Cayuga to ithaca, caught
fire in a terrific west wind, They headed for
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shore but grounded quite a ways out and of the
more thaun t'ifty pepple aboard eight were not
able to reacn shore because of the extrezesly
hizh breukers and were drownsd, Yor years the
ironwork wreckage was visible sticking up out =
of the water as a rcminder of the tradgedy.

Cf us ten children only three were
married at suaplebrook. 2usie and Lhuarles «orse
were married there on july S5th 1206 and Jessie
and Gecrge lioberts were married the day after
Christmas of that same year., bleven years later
Isubel and Bert Taber were married out on the :::
front lawn on the 1l0th of august 139l%, Four
year old Cornelia sorse was flower girl while
two year daomil Lavis insisted in taking part
in that duty. dow they are both grandmothers.

after 1306 the whole family was seldom
all together again. after 1911 I myself spent ...
ocnly parts of two years there.

Lven gplly who was the last of the girls
to leave the nest when she went to Zechanics
Institute in hochester for a course training her
as a cafetaria manager.

Jerry and #attie were married on march
6 1912, a snowy march day_in her brother Len's
hcme on Clark St auburn, +hey spent their first
yeurs working the old Shannon lavis_farm over
on the Lown Line Hoad opposite the Fatterson
farm. The farm belonged to Uncle Charlie at the
time and was a real job for Jerry with his
lameness to tackle,

Dad was in his late sixties and Laplebrook
was getting to be too much for him to meznage so
Jerry and kattie came back home and Janet was
borne there sug 16,1315, in fact all their girls
were born while they lived at #aplebroock,

Fred graduated from Cornell Law Scheool in
the euarly twenties and was assistant to Judge
Mosher in auburn as clerk of the Childrens Court,
Pelly too had come back to auburn not for work
in a cafetaria but in partnership wita idrs
Homig in a thriving business canning fruit and
making jams and iellies. Dad and Lother went to
live with her on Bostwick savenue near wher Glad
and I lived on woodlawn. Our oldest daughter,
Jean was born that fall in Crouse lirving Hosp




and took her first steos cne evening in her
CGrandma's living rocm to the delight of all
af us. Zga says she was a chuniy baby and
was nine months old when that happened.

my mother died in that apartment on Hay
22,192 just elewen Azys after her 66th
birthday. I was in Crouse lrving Hospital
Tecovering from an abdominzl operation but
five dzys after the operaticn L was able to
get back to auburn the night befecre she died.
Thut and her funeral three days later are the
most unforgettable happenings of my life

bhe lies beside my lad in the old family
plot in Fort hill Cemetery near the grave of
the man for whom 1 was named, my grandfather
Llewellyn Howell Davis,., He was a great friend
of Secretary Seward and their family plots lie
alonz side each other,

That was the first break in the Maplebrook
family since Dad and dother were married a few
months over a century ago. The story of their
lives togethze is most exemlzmy. She was a

zall town glirl of 12 when they married with
little knowledge of farm life, To raise ten
chiidren and face all the difficulties of life
on & farmback Iin that other centurycannot be
imagined, But Lad and liother did it and now
thelir descendents number over a hundred and a
half, ¥e of this century can hardly grasp the
magnitude of that, we whose famllies do not
average ncre than three children.

I do not have the date when Jerry and
Mattie moved to Union oprings but for some
years the farm was in the hands of tenants and
rather than pay taxes it was sold.

after ticthers death bad, Poly, and Fred
moved to Horth Street where they lived until
the last of the oclder generation had died.

Many icy flocds have coursed down under
the bridges of Maplebrock since alex and 1
launched our fragile cunce, Many wars have
been fought and won. Ccuntless unbelievable
discoveries have been made but the green
acres of maplebreok are as inviting as they
were when I first remember it.
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Thus ends t
Lie lsof of the fopa
century ago and nm:
& N1l eonticer-,
mould thut pmy parents were alive to enjoy
the fruits of thsir lubors. It was a tres naous
Tuck to ralse a fumily of ted children beglk in
those years but each of us lived a full life,

We prescntad our parsnts with L5 grand-
children of whom Lo arg still liwving and have
marriced which added 60 duscendonts to the fomily.

Luventy of the great grand chlldren huve
m.rTizd aduing £l to the fourtz gencruition,lhet
pzixes a total of 114 living descendents of Jomn
and Hary,

There is an old saying" All of thosze who
Jolin a foally by marricge are as truly & pert of
it and are &s dearly lovad as are the brothers
and sisters who murried them. There could be no
progeny without then and the razmily Tree would
wither and die,"

¢ nearly &

There have becn 63 who have joinad us that
way D0 of wheom are still livinz so if we war:
to consider ourselves as a clan the icnlobroak
Clan would encozpass 164 livirg souls. Ihrouzh
the Lavis neme alorne, our younzest arrivals cun
trace thelr ancestors thorough nine gen=suiions

Here in smerics, and that 1s a proud titneg in
this Bi-Centennial Yeur,
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